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IN THE CLAIMS: 

For the convenience of the Examiner, all pending claims of the present application are 
shown below in clean form whether or not an amendment has been made. Please refer to the 
attached sheet showing a mark-up version of the amendments to the claims. 



Please cancel claims l!^17 and 20. 



l^^mended) A method of preparing a description of an item for an online auction, 
said method conlpri^ing: 

receiving>*umque code corresponding to the item at a first computer system; 

retrieving one or ntoi^char^cfen^tics corresponding to the unique code from a 
data storage area; and 

transmitting the one or moife charactej^stics to a requestor, 
wherein the unique code is a manufacturer-supplieJhcQde and the one or more 
characteristics retrieved from the data storage area are spe&tfied by the manufacturer. 



2. Thfevmethod of claim 1 wherein the item is a computer system. 

3. The methoa>af claim 1, further comprising: 
connecting the fir&txomputer system to a computer network; 
wherein the requestor includes a second computer system, the second 

computer system being connected ifcsthe computer network; and 

wherein the transmitting include^^ndf^g-ctyta across the computer network to 
the second computer system. 

4. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
receiving the one or more characteristics at a second Computer system; and 
sending the one or more characteristics from the second colmputer system to an 

online auction site. 

5. The method of claim 4 further comprising: 
displaying the one or more characteristics on a display screen connected to the 

second computer system; and 
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iiWiifying the one or more characteristics using an input device connected to 
the second computer system. 

6. The method offclaim 1 further comprising: 

receiving the one or^pre characteristics at a second computer system; 

executing a configuratiorh^tility on the second computer system, the 
configuration utility programmed to dfet^rmip^ie configuration of the second 
computer system; and 

updating the one or more characteripic^&jresponding to the configuration. 

7. The method of claim 6 further conjprising: 
sending the configuration from the second computer syst^jn to the first 

computer system; 

receiving the configuration at the first computer system; and 
updating the one or more characteristics stored in the data storage ar^based 

on the configuration. 



8.(amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

lining one or more compatible subparts for the item; and 
transmitting one or more characteristics of the one or more compatible 
subparts to therfequestor. 



9. (amended) A method of preparin^^e^cription of a computer system for an 
online auction, said method comprising: 

executing a configuration utility on a first cbirrouter system, the configuration 
utility programmed to determine one or more characterisite^of the first computer 
system; and 

transmitting the one or more characteristics to a second computer system. 



10. ~TheT»etiiod of claim 9 wherein the second computer system is an online 
auction computer system and whereftrthdW^ is over a computer network connecting 

the first computer system to the online auction compiIteF-system. 
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11. The method of claim 9 further comprising: 

^stQiing the one or more characteristics in a data storage area accessible from 
the second coinguter system. 

12. The method of clamt^ftirther ccmrtprising: 

displaying the one or mor^d^^ctenistics on a display screen connected to the 
first computer system; and | ^>s Ns ^ 

modifying the one or more characteristic&Htsing an input device connected to 
the first computer system. 

13. (ailrejided) A method of upgrading a computer system, said method 

compli^ing: 

receiving abanfiguration list of one or more items in the computer system; 
determining a lisTtrf^me or more components, the one or more components 
compatible with one or more iterhs^in the computer system; 

selecting a new component frofrxtiie one />r more components; and 
ordering the new component. 

14. (amended) The method of claim l-3^rther^>Qmprising: 

accessing a computer network, the computer netrvvorfexonnected to a merchant 
computer; 

obtaining a price corresponding to the one ore more componehte from the 
merchant computer; 

displaying the price on the display screen; 

wherein the ordering includes sending the merchant a purchase request for the 
new component. 



16^amsnded) The method of claim 13 wherein the receiving includes: 

accessinglT£Dmputer network, th&-<&mputer network connected to the 

computer system and to a seconc 

sending a unique code correspon< iingiothe-ogmputer system from the 



computer system to the second compute 



fystem over the coit^ter network; and 
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receivin g at the computer system tj ^ ^nfigura tmn lisL oi items sent from the 
second completer system. 



8j(amended) The method of claim 13 wherein the receiving includes: 

xecuting a configuration utility on the computer system, the configuration 
utility programmed to determine the configuration list of one or more items; and 

storing tnfexpnfiguration list of one or more items in a memory accessible by 
the computer system. 

19.(amended) A method oi^H^chasip^a new computer system, said method 

comprising: 

executing a configuration utility in^n oj&^mputer system resulting in an old 
computer configuration; 

receiving new computer configuration correspondin^o the new computer 

system; 

comparing the old computer configuration with the new computer 
configuration resulting in one or more re-usable components; and 

ordering the new computer system without one or more re-usable compbnents. 



21.(arnended) The method of claim 19 further comprising: 

acquiring a street price corresponding to the old computer configured without 
the one or morfesre-usable components; 

obtaining a^w computer price corresponding to the new computer 
configured without the oheor more^fe-usable components; and 

calculating a transacti^ti^ppe-by subtracting the street price from the new 
computer price. 



22.(amended) The memjBcl of claim lP'^ther comprising: 

transmitting the old computer configurationtoan online auction computer, 
wherein the online auction computer is connected to a cohaputer network, the 
computer network connecting the online auction site computerto a first computer. 
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23. \. A computer system comprising: 

a^Rrocessor; 

a nonvolatile memory coupled to the processor; 

a commimk^tions port connecting the computer system to a computer 
network; 

a computer program^red in th^ncmvolatile memory and executed by the 
processor, wherein the computer p^^^n/operates to: 

send a unique code tojjEr^ie^jid computer system, the second computer 
system being connected to the compnter^ewsA; 

receive configuration data corresporMimj to the unique code from the 
second computer system; and 

transmit an auction description to a auction comffrit^r, the auction 
description including the configuration data and the auction computerla^ing 
connected to the computer network. 

24. (am$nded) The computer system of claim 23 wherein the computer 
program further opehit^s to: 

access a merchaj^tcomputer system, the merchant computer system connected 
to the computer network; ^^-^ . fj 

select a new computer systeIT^£tfmilaMe from the merchant computer system; 
receive new configuration datapoFre§p<mding to the new computer system; 
compare the new configurationjdata with th§^<mfiguration data, resulting in 
identification of one or more compatible components. ^"^^ 
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